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On Sunday, October 25, I attended the 11:15 AM service at the Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation of Fairfax at 2709 Hunter Mill 
Road, Oakton, Virginia 22124. At UUCF they 
practice liberal Unitarianism with the goal of 
making the world a better place for people 
of all backgrounds and ethnicities. I was 
introduced to UUCF by my Aunt, who has 
always been a source of encouragement to try 
new things in my life. She plays a large role at 
UUCF and is close with the presiding official 
Reverend David A. Miller.  
 
Upon arriving at the church, I quickly realized 
that it was very different from other places of 
worship. The parking lot had sections of per-
meable structure that were built to allow rain 
water to flow to the ground beneath which 
helps keep the soil healthy and allows small 
plants to grow. As I walked up to the front 
doors I encountered a young man dressed as 
a pirate. I was interested to know why he was 
dressed in such a way, so I asked him if that 
was his Halloween costume. He told me in a 
straight face that his clothes were actually his 
normal attire. I wondered how many more 
people at this church dressed in their own 
unique ways, but quickly found that he was 
the only one.  
 
The building had a very modern structure 
with angled pillars and a slightly tilted roof. 
Beautiful gardens framed the path up from 
the parking lot to the front doors, creating a 
pleasant sense of freshness that followed me 
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into the building. When I entered the church 
I saw my Aunt chatting with a couple of ladies 
who turned to greet me with beaming smiles 
upon each of their faces. I quickly got a sense 
for what weekly services at this congregation 
were like for the regulars. They were all gen-
uinely happy to be there amongst friends and 
family, celebrating their faith and their lives, 
working together to make the church a better 
place for everyone. The entrance hall was wide 
and spacious, made up of three connected 
rooms of similar size to one another. There 
were tables laid out amongst the three rooms 
with various finger foods put out for anyone to 
eat, such as grapes, cheese, crackers and even 
home- baked muffins. I made myself at home.  
 
The congregation hall was much bigger than 
I expected. There was probably room for 
around 300 people and it filled up very quickly. 
The pews were soft and comfortable, with 
space to sink in and relax. Large windows 
lined either wall, letting in the soft glow of the 
late morning sunlight. The house band walked 
in after most of the attendees had taken their 
seats and began setting up their instruments. 
I got really excited when I saw them plugging 
in electric guitars and basses. I was sure the 
music was going to be very lively and upbeat. 
As I looked around the hall, I noticed the vast 
melting pot of various ethnic groups mixed to-
gether as if there was no differences between 
any of them. It was refreshing to see such 
diversity in one place, but not surprising con-
sidering the premise of liberal Unitarianism is 
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I know is that I want to try my best to bring 
about positive change to our planet and our 
species, before it is too late.  
 
After the sermon, the service started to 
mellow out a bit. The band played a few more 
songs, but what really struck me as interesting 
was the part where everyone was supposed to 
shake hands with those around us, learn each 
others names, and give thanks to one another 
for being a part of the congregation, a part 
of each other’s lives, and a part of the greater 
movement of redemption for the planet and 
for our species. It was a very emotional activi-
ty, and I even noticed a few people around me 
shedding tears and embracing one another. 
I’m not much of an emotional creature, but 
this brought a warm feeling to my heart, and I 
understand why they do it.  
 
After the service I walked out into the con-
nected hallways and was engaged in conver-
sation by some people who knew my Aunt 
and knew that it was my first time visiting the 
congregation. People were enthusiastic about 
hearing what I thought of the service, and 
equally enthusiastic about wishing me well in 
my endeavors. I stopped to talk with several 
groups of people, ranging from teenagers to 
seniors all the while enjoying the fantastic 
refreshments that were laid out on the tables.  
 
Overall I had a very positive experience at 
UUCF, and will most certainly return, espe-
cially to see the Battle of the Bands which I 
heard is quite excellent every time they put 
it on. I highly recommend a visit to UUCF to 
people of all backgrounds, ethnicities, and 
religious affiliations. It certainly opened to my 
eyes to the world of possibilities outside of the 
traditional faiths. •
Written Fall 2015. © Alexander M Dutchak.
just that, liberal and unifying. My Aunt sat with 
me and offered to explain things to me as the 
service went on. I accepted.  
 
The opening to the service was very casual. 
The Reverend stepped on stage and addressed 
the congregation with a couple of classy 
jokes before beginning. The band was heavily 
involved in the service, just as I had hoped. We 
all did a tremendous amount of singing, more 
than I was able to keep up with, but I enjoyed 
it nonetheless because a lot of the songs we 
sang were somewhat contemporary and had 
some impressive pieces played by the very 
talented musicians on stage. There were even 
a few guitar solos to get people cheering and 
having a good time. The entire congregation 
was really feeling the music. As I looked 
around I saw people dancing with one another, 
hugging and clapping along to the music. 
The vibes I felt throughout the service were 
incredible.  
 
After the first round of song and dance, the 
Reverend stood and began his sermon. He 
talked about plans for the coming weeks 
first. It was then I realized just how much of a 
close-knit community this congregation really 
is. He talked about an upcoming Battle of the 
Bands that is going to be held at the church 
in a few weeks. That announcement basically 
guaranteed my return, because I am a huge 
fan of live music. His sermon was pertaining to 
our future generations and how we can make 
our world into a world worth living in. Despite 
all the turmoil the human race and the planet 
are going through right now, what can we 
do to ensure a bright future? His words were 
soothing and brought a sensation of hope into 
my mind, but more importantly, they made me 
think deeply about what I can do to make the 
world a safe place for my future children. All 
